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Tohoku University’s Approaches to Go Global Japan
-Focusing on the Development of Short-Term Study Abroad Programs-

MIYAMOTO Mino

This paper introduces the development of Tohoku University’'s Short-Term Summer Study
Abroad Programs in 2013. After Tohoku University received a large government fund, called the
Project for Promotion of Global Human Resource Development (Go Global Japan) , the number of
programs and participants more than doubled compared with the previous year. Tohoku
University is the only national university to be selected for both “Global 30" Project and “Go Global
Japan (University-wide)”, thus it is worth examining its strategy and approaches. From analysis of
the participants’ reasons and purposes for attending the programs especially in non-English
speaking countries, it was obvious that students were interested in not only improving their
language skills, but also in being challenged by new environments, gaining problem-solving skills,
and deepening their understanding of their major. The results imply that these various factors
could be the keys to developing new short-term programs. These would of course lead to an
increased number of students overseas, and moreover, open the eyes of younger generation to the

global world while helping them to gain the necessary skills for their future as global citizens.

Keywords: Global Human Resource, Short-Term Study Abroad Program,
Development of Language Ability, Problem-Solving Skills,
Deepening Student Understanding
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