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Methodology of Promoting Multicultural Coexistence Between
International and Japanese Students
— Case Analysis of Multicultural Classroom -

TAKAHASHI Mino

This paper, examines a multicultural class where international and Japanese students study
together. Allport studied how to create coexistence between two different groups and found that
three conditions are effective: 1. Equal status, 2. Common goal, and 3. Institutional support. In
addition to these, later study found that, 4. Close contact among the group members, is also
efficient. Moreover, educational practice is a special place where students come to study. Thus, 5.
Cooperation and mutual assistance, 6. Educational intervention, and 7. Dialogue before, during,
and after the project, are important. In this paper, these conditions are employed to create a state
of multicultural coexistence among the students.

The result of analyzing two educational practice, indicates that active learning is important, but
this does not mean that instructors should simply let students study by themselves. It means that
instructors should teach a minimum amount of necessary knowledge. Also, it is essential for the
teacher to have good teaching techniques for enhancing multicultural coexistence. In order for
students to overcome the language barrier, distributing questionnaires to elicit the students’ views
about supporting each other, providing feedback to help them organize their own thinking at the
beginning of the classes, and having the students decide on classroom rules by themselves are

also effective.

Keywords: Multicultural class, Multicultural coexistence, Language barrier, Classroom language,

Educational intervention
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