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Abstract

There are several obstacles between international and Japanese students to establish friendly relationships,
such as linguistic and cultural differences. The author observed and took notes about changes in student
behavior throughout 15 classes of a mixed class in which international and Japanese students studied together.
The purpose of this paper is to determine how they can overcome the obstacles and build relationships.
Allport, Gordon W. examined a community where black and white people worked together. He suggested that 3
conditions (equivalent level, common purpose, institutional support) are effective for people to establish good
relationships with each other (Allport, 1961 : 240).

In order to enhance the relationships between international and Japanese students, Allport’s theory could
be applied in a classroom setting. Based on the analysis performed in this paper, the individual students’
motivations in the class, the relationships between the participants, mutual support, and cooperation are
essential. Also, especially in the classroom, the instructor plays an important role by encouraging the students
to have a sense of ownership of the class and the activities. When these factors work together in concert, they
create the desired effect.

The effect of such relationships between international and Japanese students will promote university
internationalization, and create environments where both groups can work together and exchange their views
and ideas more freely and amicably. Thus, it is important that the students utilize such classrooms to get to
know each other.

[Key words: Close Relationship between International and Japanese Students, Class Observation, Instructor’s

Role, Educational Intervention, Sense of Ownership]
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